
 

 

C
om

bi
ne

d 
D

ow
nr

iv
er

 W
at

er
sh

ed
 M

an
ag

em
en

t P
la

n 

 
 

 
 
Combined Downriver Inter-Municipality Committee 
Summary of Codes & Ordinances Worksheet and 
Original BMP Selection Sheet 

AAAPPPPPPEEENNNDDDIIIXXX   DDD         



Codes and Ordinance Questions

Br
ow

ns
to

w
n 

Tw
p

G
ro

ss
e 

Il
e 

Tw
p

G
ib

ra
lta

r

H
ur

on
 T

w
p

R
iv

er
vi

ew

R
om

ul
us

So
ut

hg
at

e

Ta
yl

or

W
oo

dh
av

en

W
-B

 S
ch

oo
l D

is
tr

ic
t

W
ya

nd
ot

te

W
ay

ne
 C

ou
nt

y

W
C

A
A

Street Width
What is the range of allowable street widths in your community (ft)?  24 27 31 22+ 27-30 27 27-41 31 27-37 22-60 n/a n/a
Are the allowances flexible? yes no no yes
Right-of-way Width
What is the minimum right of way width for a residential street (ft)? 60; 40 60 60 60 6 60 60 60 60 50 n/a
Vegetated Open Channels
Are curbs and gutters required for most residential street sections? yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes n/a
Are there established design criteria in your community for swales that can provide stormwater quality 
treatment (I.e. biofilters, grass swales)? yes W.C. ord yes yes yes yes no yes partially no n/a
Are typical lawn care maintenance activities (e.g., fertilizer & herbicide application, routing mowing, etc) 
discouraged or prohibited in vegetated open channels and swales in your community? no no no no no - no no informally no n/a
Parking Ratios

What is the minimum parking ratio for a professional office building (per 1000 sq ft of gross floor area)? 3.33 5 5
5 (usable 

area)
3.33 (usable 

area) 4 6 zoning 3.33 n/a

What is the minimum required parking ratio for shopping centers (per 1000 sq ft gross floor area)? 6.67 4 7
6.67 (usable 

area)
4 (usable 

area) 6.6 6.67 zoning 6.67 n/a
What is the minimum required parking ratio for single-family homes (per home)? 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 n/a
Parking Codes

Is the use of shared parking arrangements promoted? yes
upon  

approval no yes yes yes yes yes yes n/a
Are model shared parking agreements provided? yes no no no no no yes no no n/a
Are parking ratios reduced if shared parking arrangements are in place? no yes yes no no negotiable yes yes yes n/a
If mass transit is provided nearby, is the parking ratio reduced? n/a n/a no no no n/a no no no n/a
Parking Lots
What is the minimum stall width for a standard parking space (ft)? yes 9.5 10 10 9 10 10 9 8.5 10
What is the minimum stall length for a standard parking space (ft)? yes 18.5 20 20 18.5 20 20 20 19 20
Are at least 30% of the spaces at larger commercial parking lots required to have smaller dimensions for 
compact cars? yes no no no no no no no optional no

Can pervious materials (e.g., gravel, pervioius pavement) be used for spillover parking lots? no
upon  

approval no no no no no
upon 

approval no no
Structured Parking

Are there incentives for developers to provide parking within garages rather than surface parking lots? no no no no no no no no no yes
Parking Lot & Other Runoff
Is a minimum percentage of a parking lot required to be landscaped? yes no yes yes no yes yes yes yes no
Is the use of bioretention islands (uses landscaping and soils to treat stormwater runoff by collecting it in 
shallow depressions before filtering it through a fabricated planting soil media) and other stormwater 
practices within landscaped areas or setbacks allowed? yes no no yes no yes no no yes

all runoff 
detained

Are car wash companies required/encouraged to retain and reuse wash water? yes no no yes no yes no yes no yes yes
Open Space Design
Are open space or cluster development designs allowed in your community? yes no yes yes yes yes yes yes yes yes n/a
Is land conservation or impervious cover reduction a major goal of the open space design ordinance, if 
any? no no yes yes no yes yes yes n/a yes n/a
Are flexible site design criteria available for developers that utilize open space or cluster design options 
(e..g, setbacks, road widths, lot sizes)? yes

upon  
approval yes yes yes no yes

upon 
approval yes yes n/a

Sidewalks

Are sidewalks always required on both sides or residential streets? yes possibly yes no no no yes yes
yes-public 

streets
upon 

approval n/a
Are sidewalks generally sloped so they drain to the front yard rather than the street? no no no depends no no no no no no n/a

Can alternate pedestrian networks be substituted for sidewalks (e.g., trails through common areas)? yes
upon  

approval yes yes no yes no
upon 

approval no no
Driveways
What is the minimum driveway width specified in the community (ft)? 8 W.C. ord 10 depends 8 10 10 8.5 n/a
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Can pervious materials be used for single-family home driveways (e.g. gravel, porous pavement, etc.)? no

yes - gravel, 
other - upon 

approval no
yes, 

depending no
yes, 

depending no
hard surface 

required no n/a
Open Space Management
Does the community have enforceable requirements to establish associations that can effectively manage 
open space? yes yes yes no no yes yes yes no n/a
Are open space areas required to be consolidated into larger units and are greenway corridors 
encouraged? yes no/yes negotiable no no yes no at times no n/a
Does a minimum percentage of open space have to be managed in a natural condition (e.g., non-
landscaped) yes/no yes negotiable no no no no at times no n/a
Are allowable and unallowable uses for open space in residential developments defined? yes yes no no yes yes yes yes yes n/a
Can open space be managed by a third party using land trusts or conservation easements? in future yes no yes yes no yes no
Rooftop Runoff
Can rooftop runoff be discharged to yard areas? no yes yes yes yes yes yes no yes yes yes n/a

Do current grading or drainage requirements allow for temporary ponding of stormwater on yards? no no no no no no yes no
yes, 

depending no yes n/a
Buffer Systems
Is there a stream buffer ordinance in the community? yes no no no no no no W.C. no yes no
If so, what is the minimum buffer width (ft)? 25 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 25
Is there a wetland buffer ordinance in the community? yes no no no no no no no yes n/a
If so, what is the minimum buffer width (ft)? 25 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 25
Is expansion of the buffer to include steep slopes and/or the 100-yr floodplain required?  - no no n/a no n/a no no n/a yes n/a
Is there a local floodplain ordinance? yes no yes yes yes yes no no n/a
Buffer Maintenance

Does the buffer ordinance specify that at least part of the buffer be maintained with native vegetation? no no n/a no n/a n/a n/a somewhat n/a
Does the buffer ordinance outline allowable uses? no n/a no n/a n/a n/a n/a
Does the ordinance outline education mechanisms? no n/a no n/a n/a n/a n/a
Clearing & Grading
Is there any ordinance that requires or encourages preservation of natural vegetation at residential/ 
commercial/ industrial development sites? yes yes yes yes no no no yes n/a yes n/a
Are septic tanks (On-Site Disposal Systems) allowed in your community?  Do reserve septic field areas 
need to be cleared of trees at the time of development? n/a no n/a yes no no no n/a no no
Tree Conservation
If forests of specimen trees are present at residential development sites, does some of the stand have to 
be preserved? yes yes negotiable yes no yes yes no

due regard 
shown n/a no

Are the limits of disturbance shown on construction plans adequate for preventing clearing of natural 
vegetative cover during construction? yes depends yes yes yes no yes yes no no yes
Land Conservation Incentives
Are there any incentives to developers or landowners to conserve non-regulated land (e.g., open space 
design, non-regulated wetland preservation, density bonuses, stormwater credits, or lower property tax yes no yes yes no yes no no no n/a

If so, which?
density 
bonus

density 
bonus -

Is flexibility to meet regulatory or conservation restrictions (e.g., density compensation, buffer averaging, 
transferable development rights, off-site mitigation) offered to developers? yes yes yes yes no no yes yes no n/a

If so, which?
case-by-

case
density 
bonus mitigation n/a

density 
bonus; 

mitigation
density 
bonus -

Is there a transfer of development rights (TDR) program which allow landowners to transfer the right to 
develop one parcel of land to a different parcel for your community? no no no yes no no no no no n/a
Storm water Outfalls
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Is treatment of stormwater for quality  improvement required before it is discharged? yes W.C. ord yes no yes yes W.C. ord
yes, vortex 

systems yes W.C. ord yes
all runoff 
detained

Are there effective design criteria for stormwater best management practices (BMPs)? yes W.C. ord W.C. ord W.C. ord yes yes W.C. ord yes yes W.C. ord yes yes

If so, when were they last updated? Aug 2003
reviewed 
annually 2005 annually

Can stormwater be directly discharged into a jursidictional wetland without pretreatment?  - no yes no no no no
no (W.C. 

ord) no no
Does a floodplain management ordinance exist that restricts or prohibits development within the 100-year 
floodplain? no yes yes yes yes no yes no yes yes yes n/a
Does your community have a map of wetlands and if so, are they categorized? yes/no no no no no no n/a no yes
Is your community familiar with and encourage developers to consider Green Design Standards for 
development (I.e. for reduction of stormwater volumes, through ideas such as "Green Roofs," etc)? no no no no no no yes n/a
Land Runoff
Are incentives available for landowners to use organic fertilizers as opposed to chemical appplications for 
your community? no no no no no no no no no no no
Does your community provide incentives for landowners to test their soil for nutrient content? no no no no no no no no no yes n/a
Does your community have a standard regarding irrigation activities on public and private land? no no no no no no no no no no n/a
Does your community have a standard regarding fertilizers, herbicide, and/or insecticide application rates?  
If so, please specify which one. no no no no no no no no no no no
Farmland Preservation
Does your community currently have an agricultural protection zoning (APZ) ordinance? no no no no n/a no no n/a no no n/a
Does your community currently have a right-to-farm ordinance in addition to the state law? yes no no no n/a no no no no no n/a
Are "no-net-loss" farmland mitigation ordinances and policies in place in your community? no no no no n/a no no no no no n/a
Additional Questions
When were standards for development last updated? 2002 1980s-90s Jan 2005 a while Oct 2003 1960's 2005 currently
Does your community's zoning ordinance dictate a maximum impervious percentage based on zoning 
classification?  If so, please provide these percentages. no yes no 70% no no no no

Does your community have a wetland protection ordinance for wetlands? no yes no no no no per MDEQ
state 

regulated no no n/a
Who is responsible for enforcing soil erosion and sedimention control (SESC) standards in your 
community?  If the municipality is responsible for enforcement, do your standards vary from the County 
standards? W.C. W.C.

City.  No 
variance W.C. City City City

City and 
WTA, no 
variance W.C.

City.  No 
variance

City of 
Romulus

What is the allowable discharge rate for stormwater detention ponds in your community (cfs/acre)?  - 0.15 0.2 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.15 min 10 
Does your community have an inspection program for private septic systems in your community? W.C. W.C. no no n/a n/a n/a
Is there a floodplain ordinance (restricting development in floodplain)? no yes no yes no yes yes yes n/a
Is there a natural features ordinance? yes yes no no somewhat no no n/a

Is there a stormwater management ordinance?  Has it been adopted from the County? W.C. ord W.C. ord no yes in future W.C. ord
all runoff 
detained
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Construct retention/ extended detention ponds 1, 2 10 0 1
Install porous pavement  1, 2, 4 0 2 4
Construct infiltration basins/trenches 1, 2, 4, (5), 7, (9) 2 2 4
Inventory and stabilize eroding streambanks 2, 4, 6, 7 2 2 3
Install catch basin inserts 2, 4, (5), 7 2 0 3
Install dry ponds 1, 2, 4 5 1 1
Use fallen woody debris for bank stabilization and habitat 4, 6, 7 1 3 1
Create off-line areas for biota 4 1 0 4
Replace undersized bridges and culverts 2 3 0 3

Install grassed swales 1, 2, 4, (5), (7) 6 1 2
Install and maintain riparian buffers 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 3 1 2
Bioretention or other retrofits in redeveloping areas 1, 2, 4, (5) 1 3 3
Constructed wetlands for storm water treatment and storage 1, 2, 4, (7) 4 0 3
Restore/expand/improve existing wetlands 1, 2, 4, (7) 3 2 3
Install woody debris or habitat structures 6, 7 1 0 3
Install vegetative buffer around impoundments 4, 5, 6, 7 4 2 2

Revise County storm water ordinance to make more applicable to 
redevelopent in urban areas (all) 0 5 0

Incorporate low impact design planning 1, 2, (3), 4, 6, 7, 9 1 3 1
Increase storm water management requirements for new developments 
and redevelopment 

(1), (2), (3), (4), 
(6), (7) 6 1 0

Develop No Dumping ordinance (3), 4, 5 10 0 0

Incorporate riparian corridor in community zoning & land-use plans 4, 6, 7 1 3 2
Review/revise septic siting and spacing requirements (coordinate with 
Wayne Cty Health Dept) (3), 4, 5 1 1 0
Adopt/enforce Wayne County Time-of-Sale Septic System Ordinance 3, 4, 5 2 4 0
Implement phosphorous fertilizer reduction ordinances 3, 4, 7 1 0 3
Adopt natural features ordinances 1, 2, (3), 4, 6, 7 1 4 0
Review and revise grading and land clearing policies 1, 2, (3), 4, (6), 7 4 3 0
Review and revise SESC policies and program practices 2, (3), 4, 7 7 1 1
Adopt native landscaping ordinances 1, 2, (3), 4, 6, 7 1 5 0
Consider adoption of Wayne Co Storm Water Ordinance 1, 2, (3), 4, 7 8 2 1
Review and revise parking requirements for new 
development/redevelopment 1, 2, 4 5 3 0
Enact wetland and/or natural features protection ordinances 1, 2, (3), 4, 6, 7 4 0 2

Open space preservation in zoning and master planning 
1, 2, (3), 4, (5), 6, 
7, 9, (10) 6 1 0

Implement private roads ordinances (narrower streets) 1, 2, 4 2 1 1

Goals 
Addressed

Total Entities
Case StudyCurrently Doing Short-Term Long-Term
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Goals 
Addressed

Total Entities
Case StudyCurrently Doing Short-Term Long-Term
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Revise drain maintenance procedures to reduce the destruction of habitat 
and stream vegetation 4, 6, 7 1 3 2
Improve drain maintenance and restoration 2 3 1 0
Municipal/community pump-out days/reduced rates 3, 4, 5 0 0 0
Implement pet waste collection program to supply the public with 
convenient disposal places for pet waste 3, 4, 5, 6 0 3 3
Offer soil testing program 3, 4, 7 0 0 0
High efficiency street & parking lot sweeping 4, (5), 7 5 1 1
Reduce directly connected impervious surfaces 1, 2, 4, 7 0 2 6

Municipal mapping of wetlands (1), (2), (4), (7) 1 0 5
Water quality monitoring (all) 0 1 3
Investigate opportunities for recreational areas 6 4 2 3
Flow monitoring 4, 5 2 0 1
Identify areas not suitable for septic system installation (coordinate with 
Wayne Cty Health Dept) 3, 4, 5 1 1 0
Evaluate areas suitable for dredging to increase hydraulic capacity of 
drains 2, 4, 7 1 4 1
Inventory areas lacking storm water detention for retrofit opportunities 1, 2 0 2 4
Initiate hydrologic and hydraulics studies to determine sources 
contributing to flooding. 1, 2 2 2 1

Compile State of the Watershed Report 3 0 0 2
Increase awareness and use of rain barrels 3 0 5 3
Establish BMP case studies (all) 2 4 1
Regular storm water-related information on cable TV 3, 8 6 2 0
Send out regular press releases 3, 8 7 3 0
Maintain watershed webpage 3, 8 4 4 0
Increase watershed education 3, (all) 10 1 0
Trash management education to the public 2, 3, 4, 6 10 2 0

Outreach program to educate homeowners about the proper 
operation/maintenance of their septic systems 3, 4, 5 2 2 1
Pet waste management education to the public 3, 4, 5 5 3 1
Lawn and garden maintenance information to the public 3, 4, 7 10 1 0

Outfall screening program 4, 5 6 4 1
Perform smoke/dye testing (3), 4, 5 6 4 1
Develop a reporting system/follow-up plan for illicit connections 3, 4, 5, 7 6 4 1

Create an ordinance body to ensure consistency of ordinances between the 
Downriver communities (all) 1 2 4

Improve drain maintenance coordination with County and/or MDOT 2 3 3 0
Establish long-term committee of community representatives to promote 
implementation of the Watershed Management Plan 8, (all) 3 3 2
Create partnerships with institutions, schools, and private sector to 
promote a collaborative effort in watershed management 3, 8, (all) 4 4 1
Seek alternative funding sources (all) 2 7 1
Create a funding source for land acquisition and protection all 1 1 3
Create law to allow illicit discharge enforcement as a source of revenue (3), 5, 8 0 5 3
Work w/ Stream Team and others for citizen monitoring 3, 4, 5 3 4 1

Goals listed in ( ) may not directly address the goal, but may indirectly help reach the goal
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